Diabetes mellitus has engaged the attention of physicians since the earliest days of medical study and no reasonable cause was suggested for the condition until Cawley1 in 1788 reported the finding of pancreatic calculi in a case, and attention began to be focussed on the pancreas. In 1869 Langerhans2 described the islets which were later given his name by Laguesse, 8 and Her reflexes were increased and the plantars extensor. She developed a broncho-pneumonia from which she died and post-mortem examination showed a tumour which was considered to be an adenoma of a pancreatic islet. This woman had miscarried three weeks before the onset of symptoms. Cairns 
